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Curriculum Mapping

Why Curriculum Mapping?

What Does it Look Like?

When is Mapping Finished?



Why Are We Mapping?                     
A Good Question…

• A meta-analysis of 35 years of educational 
research indicates “a guaranteed and viable 
curriculum” is the school level factor with 
the most impact on student achievement.  

Marzano, “What Works in Schools: Translating Research into Action.”



A Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum

Guaranteed=the development of 
content area Essential Learnings

Viable=the process of 
Curriculum Mapping



...uses the school-year 
calendar as its organizer. 

By considering what each 
teacher has taught (and 

what students have 
actually done), we can 

discover and discuss gaps, 
repetitions, and/or other 

concerns within our 
curricula.  

The process of  diary mapping... 



The Nuts N’ Bolts of  Mapping...

Diary Map  (Done Monthly) 
     A personalized map written at the end of the 

month by each teacher that contains what 
REALLY took place in the classroom during the 
past month

Content Skills Assessment

September
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Diary Map

Course/Subject:  Math Month:  September Teacher:  VanBeek

Content/Essential Questions
Descriptive Nouns, Think Table of Contents
Resources—Text, materials, guest speakers, field trips, etc

Skills/Essential Learnings
Seeable or Measurable Verbs; Descriptors whenever possible;
Use –ed or past-tense endings; Verbs to avoid: Understood,
Knew, Demonstrated, Used…these are NOT measurable.

Assessments
Defined Noun; If an abstract/complex assessment, you will
need to include the evaluation process and tool (i.e. rubric,
points scale, ect..)

A. Basic Colors
   Resources

• Crayon Person Art Project
• In My Room Booklet
• Color Farm Song - Dr. Jean Sing to Learn

CD
• Color Dominoes
• Cat's Colors by Jane Cabrera

B.  Numbers 1 - 12
  Resources

• Math Book of Numbers packet
• Houghton Mifflin Textbook - Chapter 1
• Counting Penguins - by Betsey Chessen

C.  Money
  Resources

• Houghton Mifflin Textbook - Chapter 1

A1.  Identified 7 basic colors in visual & written form
A2.  Differentiated between the 7 basic colors
through the identification of objects.
A3.  Recited the spelling of the 7 basic colors through
music.

B1.  Compared numbers numerically, in written form,
and matching objects to show relationships.
B2.  Compared numbers and objects focusing on
fewer and more.
B3.  Distinguished numbers in sequential order.

C1.  Identified the value of a penny.
C2.  Compared the value of pennies to priced objects
and identified if there was enough money to
purchase objects.

A1.  Design a construction paper crayon person
with the coordinating color name identified.
A2.  12-page booklet identifying colors with
coordinating name.
A3.  Singing Color Farm Song

B1 - B2.  10 page booklet identifying number
words, corresponding amounts, and the numerical
number.
B1 - B2.  Chapter 1 test

C1 - C2.  Chapter 1 test
C1 - C2.  Worksheet pages from Houghton Mifflin
Text



TIME is an issue, which is why a 
technology-based system is the most 

efficient way to aid our mapping 
journey!

What’s Next?

The Curriculum Mapper™ is a web-based 
software that provides a data base of 

maps created by all teachers in our school 
district



…In The Curriculum Mapper™, Individual teacher Diary 
Maps are listed in  purplish-blue and Master Maps are 

listed in red  in the School Overview.



Individual’s Diary Map



During the next 3-5 years, 
Lakeville Educators will:

The mapping process will become our organizational structure for 
curriculum conversations within buildings and across the 
district.  

Learn the Diary Mapping Process
Learn to use The Curriculum Mapper software
Participate in conversations at the building & district levels
Identify gaps and redundancies within the curriculum
Determine time needed for teaching and learning
Learn to analyze assessment data
Determine areas in the curriculum that will require long-term 
research and development
Modify the curriculum based on student needs
Develop a fully-aligned K-12 curriculum



The key to 
improving student 
achievement is the 
identification of a 
guaranteed and  
viable curriculum 
for all students.

Curriculum Mapping is the 
structure that involves all 
educators in this ongoing 
process.


